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EA year is over…

With a couple of weeks to go, we can state that 
an exciting year has come to an end. A year in 
which many things have happened.

You might have started your career as a student 
last September, perhaps you finished your bach-
elor and are looking for a master to complete 
your  study career. Possibly you came to Maas-
tricht for a Master in Artificial Intelligence or 
Operations Research and will get or have gotten 
your Master degree.

Finally, you might have started working or are 
still working as a staff member at the Depart-
ment of Knowledge Engineering. 

With this yearbook we want to give everybody 
who is part of the DKE-family a memento of the 
academic year 2008-2009. A keepsake to look 
back on – hopefully – a special year of your life!

We hope to have started a new tradition with 
this yearbook. Thanks to everyone who con-
tributed. As of tomorrow everybody can start 
making pictures and writing articles for the next 
yearbook.

Enjoy your summer break!

Pascal C.A. Breuls
Director Department of Knowledge Engineering
Faculty Humanities and Sciences

YEARBOOK 2008-2009

KNOWLEDGE 
ENGINEERING
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In our infinite wisdom we, your benevolent editors and hosts 
for this literary voyage, have decided to spice up the usual 
boring and predictable yearbook layout by making some com-
pletely random changes. Or, not so random, as the following 
paragraphs will hopefully illustrate. 
We would like to start a tradition by handing out yearbooks 
every year during the end-of-the-year barbeques in June. Since 
the yearbook needs to be finished a few weeks in advance to 
allow for the much needed censorship and removal of exces-
sive vulgarity, even we, the unimaginably talented editors of 
this yearbook, cannot cover the events in June for that year. In 
practice, this means that in this edition, June 2009 will be left 
out. However, sharp readers will also have deduced that this 
means that June 2008 will be covered in this edition! 
Another neglected orphan month in this edition is July 2008. 
Since there are approximately zero activities taking place in this 
month, there is simply nothing to report. Of course we could 
make something up, but that would be journalistic dishonesty, 
and we are ALL about journalistic dishonesty... I mean, hon-
esty... of course. 
Apart from the aforementioned changes, this yearbook will 
feature the structure of most other yearbooks you might have 
come across. Months will follow the usual chronological order, 
and each month will be discussed with a few events that have 
taken place. The yearbook will conclude with photographs of 
each year, and with a list of students who managed to sober up 
just enough to graduate this year. 
Well, we won’t hold you up any longer; we hope you enjoy this 
first edition of the yearbook!

- The editors

A WORD FROM THE EDITORS
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OMG! WTF? BBQ!
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When the summer holiday approaches and you won’t see your 
classmates for the next two months, there is always the End of 
the Year - BBQ to catch up with other students and teachers. 

At the end of last academic year there was again a final BBQ 
in our very own backyard. Slowly everyone arrived at the BBQ 
enjoying the summer sun while sitting on the grass or having a 
chat with each other near the bar. 

When the BBQ started to deliver the delicious pork chops 
and sausages and the salads were served, the high number of 
(PhD)-students and teachers enjoyed their meal together. Even 
the dean, Louis Boon was present. 

A few hours and some kilos of meat, salad and sauce later, 
the BBQ came to an end. Everyone went home or to a pub for 
another drink together, preparing for their deserved summer 
holiday. 
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N

E
• Bill Gates resigns from his position as chair-

man of Microsoft Corporation after a period 
of thirty years. From that moment, his work 
will be focused on the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  

• Robert Mugabe wins the second round of the 
presidential elections in the Republic of Zim-
babwe. He is elected with 85.5% of the votes. 

• The European Union suffers another blow as 
Ireland rejects the treaty of Lisbon.  

• NASA launches the Fermi Gamma-ray Space 
Telescope to study various phenomena in-
cluding dark matter and gamma-ray bursts. 

• Well-known French fashion designer Yves 
Saint Laurent dies at the age of 71.  

• Kazakhstani female super model Ruslana 
Korshunova dies after falling from the balco-
ny of her apartment in Manhattan. Her dress 
size was 34, her shoe size 40. 

• Romanian villagers in the town of Voinesti 
vote to re-elect a dead man as their mayor, to 
prevent his living rival winning.
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• George Tupou V is crowned king of Tonga, 
the only sovereign monarchy in the Pacific 
Ocean. His coronation had been delayed for 
two years due to the Nuku’alofa riots where 
Tongans protested against the poor attempts 
to advance democratic reforms. 

• President Sidi Ould Cheick Abdallahi of 
Mauritania is deposed in a military coup 
d’état. 

• The 2008 South Ossetia war begins, as 
Georgia and Russia launch a major offensive 
inside the separatist region of South Ossetia 
after days of border skirmishes between the 
two sides. 

• The Olympic Games of 2008 are held in 
Beijing. Michael Phelps sets the world record 
for winning the most gold medals to eight. 

• Pushpa Kamal Dahal (also known as Pra-
chanda) is sworn in as the first Prime Min-
ister of the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal after the abolishment of the monarchy 
in may that year. 

• Pirates hijack several cargo ships off the 
coast of Somalia.

JUN
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Dear students,

Let me briefly introduce myself: I am the communication and 
recruitment officer for the Department of Knowledge Engineer-
ing. That means it is my job to attract new students and make 
the name of the Department of Knowledge Engineering heard 
throughout the world. This is something I can not do alone. 
Therefore my work is supported by the promoteam of the faculty. 
This team consists of students of all years who have had training 
in presenting and promoting this faculty. Every month there are 
several promotional activities, such as open days, school visits 
and other supportive activities. 

To more elaborately introduce myself and give you some insight 
on the person I am: I studied Psychology at the Maastricht Uni-
versity, my thesis concerned behavioural change methods and 
effectiveness. After that I did a post-master education at the 
University of Diepenbeek (Belgium): International Marketing 
and Management. For one year I worked as sales and marketing 
manager for a company that produced (psycho-)physiological 
measuring and feedback devices. But I am really glad to be back 
at my roots: Maastricht University. I love this organization and 
what it stands for, the city of Maastricht and what this faculty has 
to offer. We have a unique and high quality educational program 
that will continue to grow in number of students and academic 
recognition. I hope to personally meet you all, so please feel free 
to walk by my office and have a chat or send an email. 

Best regards,

Martijn Nijwening

In the academic year of 2006 - 2007 Incognito’s board mem-
bers were invited to attend a party organised by psychology 
students. There, the chairman at that time, Jeroen, had a con-
versation with Lunatik’s chairman André. A few minutes into 
the conversation André suddenly saw an opportunity: “Jeroen,” 
he said, “we have a problem and you have a problem. Eighty 
percent of our members are single women and eighty percent 
of your members are single men.” From this simple observation 
came the idea to bring these two groups together in a relaxed 
atmosphere. In June that year, Lunatik and Incognito organ-
ised their first Underground party together. It was a great suc-
cess.

MARTIJN NIJWENING
AUG
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• Hurricane Ike makes landfall on Texas as 
Category 2 and kills 27 in the United States, 
after killing 4 in Cuba, 1 in the Dominican 
Republic, and 75 in Haiti. 

• Political crisis in Thailand: The Constitution-
al Court of Thailand orders Prime Minister 
Samak Sundaravej to resign, after he is paid 
for appearing on a television cooking show. 

• The proton beam is circulated for the first 
time in the Large Hadron Collider, the 
world’s largest and highest-energy particle 
accelerator, located at CERN, near Geneva, 
under the Franco-Swiss border. 

• Following negotiations, President Robert 
Mugabe and opposition leader Morgan Ts-
vangirai sign a power-sharing deal, making 
Tsvangirai the new PM of Zimbabwe. 

• Lehman Brothers files for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection. 

• A Jodhpur temple stampede in western In-
dia kills over 224 people, and injures 400. 

• U.S. Republican Vice Presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin’s 17 year old daughter Bristol is 
revealed to be five months pregnant. S
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In 2007 - 2008 both study associations sat together once more 
to organise a second edition. Their plans were even more ambi-
tious. True to the “Underground” theme, they booked Indie-
Rock formation Kensington, live Techno act 303f and local 
Tech-House DJ dajero. The result of all their hard efforts was 
another memorable evening. In fact the evening tasted so good 
that after the party had ended, a large group of Knowledge 
Engineering students continued the night in the infamous night 
pub Alla. 

The next day long past noon, they slowly found their way back 
to the faculty gathering on the stairs. Their tired faces, slow 
reaction times and  hoarse voices bore witness to the successful 
party.

AUG
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STAFF DAY

In the early Friday morning of the 19th of September the DKE 
staff people gathered at the back of the building. Unsecure and 
puzzled looks were passed among the crowd. Nobody, except 
one, knew the group’s fate for the rest of the day. Because this 
was the day that belonged to the (formerly MICC) crew: the 
staff day. Everybody was going to be treated with a sportive, 
cultural and culinary event. The level of anxiety was through 
the roof and everybody was excited to start the day. 

When the secret directions were handed out to the drivers, the 
group found itself in a car chase to the first destination: the golf 
course of Cadier en Keer. 
The groups were split up in two. The first half of the day con-
sisted of a golf workshop followed by a short tournament on the 
course. Although some mistook the golf course for a gardening 
course and started to plow the green with their number 7, some 
balls actually started to fly (and in a rare occasion even towards 
the direction of the hole). Thanks to the great weather, humour 
and sportsmanship this first event was already a success. But 
it left some with an unsatisfied feeling of destruction and may-
hem.

And that brings us to the next activity of the day: a visit to Mon-
do Verde in Landgraaf. I can of course elaborate on the beauti-
ful scenery, the cultivated rainforest with tropical birds and the 
cultural aspects that enrich the park and its surroundings… but 
everybody who was there knows it only was about one thing: 
Bumper Car Havoc. On the Mondo Verde terrain there is a 
bumper car track on which the little kids accompanied by their 
parents can have some modest old school fun in gently bump-
ing one’s electric powered car into another. 

STAFF DAY

The puzzled stares of the supervising lady indicated that she 
was obviously not prepared for 15+ golf-frustrated-hungry-
for-blood-DKE-employees with a childhood dream of twisted 
metal. What happened for the next two (!) hours can only be 
described as a nice teambuilding experience, if teambuilding 
means the infliction of as much whiplash damage as possible on 
as many coworkers as possible, working together and betraying 
each other as much as possible. I wonder if they still keep that 
track open for “kids” older than 12. Fortunately the thirst for 
blood was soon replaced by the hunger for food.

And that brings us to the final event of the evening, the culinary 
event. After Mondo Verde we gathered at the Bon Homme res-
taurant situated between the Maas and the city. Accompanied 
by beautiful scenery and saturated with delicious food, stories 
about ‘holes in one’ and ‘the quest for the Mondo Verde tower’ 
were exchanged. And like this a joyful day came to an end. I 
think I do not exaggerate that we are already looking forward to 
the next staff day. 

SEP
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Every association needs its own democratically elected high 
chancellor (chairman in vox pop), Scrooge McDuck (treasurer) 
and Minister of Propaganda (secretary) to lead its members 
into an era of prosperity. The elections for Incognito’s new 
board were scheduled for October 8th. Election officials con-
firmed the turnout hit an all time low. Police reports indicate 
there were no incidents worth mentioning.

As is fit for any self respecting banana republic, the only candi-
date, Daan Bloembergen, was unanimously chosen as Incogni-
to’s new charismatic leader. After his election, Daan appointed 
Gijs-Jan Roelofs as secretary and vice-chairman and Eddy Bak-
ker as Incognito’s treasurer.

NEW BOARD

The newly elected generalisimo announced he would free his 
people from western imperialism by a better integration be-
tween foreign and Dutch students; serving as a medium for 
communication between students and the faculty; actively seek-
ing co-operation with companies and by initiating the obligato-
ry missile program to carve his face in the surface of the moon.

This day also marked the institution of the Lustrum and re-
daKTie committees. The first being responsible for organising 
Incognito’s third lustrum in Spring 2009, and the latter for 
creating Incognito’s newsletters.

NEW BOARD
SEP
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Maastricht is a most beautiful city, for sightseeing, study-
ing, and... recreational activities. However, for some students 
Maastricht is not enough. Some want to experience different 
cultures, different peoples, and different recreational activi-
ties, such as spending hours in saunas and then jumping stark 
naked into freezing water. One of them is 3rd  year student Erik 
Buil who, together with costudent Niels Swinkels, spent half a 
year studying at the university of Reykjavik. Erik’s brief travel 
report is as follows:

When Hugo informed us about the possibility of doing a se-
mester abroad, I knew that it was something I just had to do. 
When he also mentioned there was a possibility of going to 
Australia, I was sold. After a few months had passed and the 
contract still wasn’t finished, it was time to look at some al-
ternatives. Since I wanted an English speaking university, the 
choice was easy to make. Either Denmark, where Lian was go-
ing and only had 1 spot, or Iceland. So Iceland it was! 

Upon my arrival the first thing that came to me was shock. 
Where were all the trees? I couldn’t even see any grass! The 
only thing I could see was rock. And I was going to spend a 
whole semester here? What had I gotten myself into! After a 
40 min drive in our buddy’s huge car (normal sized car for 
Icelandic standards) we arrived to Reykjavik. What a relief, 
those things did exist here after all!

The entire stay there has been one amazing/crazy experience 
after the other. The roadtrips, the parties…it was unlike any-
thing I had imagined it to be. Iceland is definitely one of the 
most beautiful countries I’ve ever been to. 

STUDYING ABROAD

I’ll end by sharing one of the most amazing things I’ve seen 
during my stay in Iceland. It was on one of our roadtrips. 
We were staying somewhere in the middle of nowhere of the 
Vestfirðir (the NW-part of Iceland). We were relaxing in the 
jacuzzis, enjoying our drinks where suddenly someone shouted 
to look upwards. Above us we could see one of nature’s most 
spectacular phenomena, the northern lights! I’d heard stories 
about it and seen photos of it, but to actually see it with my 
own eyes. What an incredible sight! 

Lian Nouwen was kind enough to share her experience about 
her adventure in the unknown territory of Denmark:

Studying abroad is a great experience and something all of 
you should do, if you get the chance to! I went to Århus in the 
first semester of this year. Although Århus is the second larg-
est city in Denmark it is not that big. It has about 240.000 
inhabitants, which makes it twice as big as Maastricht. 

After I signed up I was really excited and looking forward to 
this experience but as the 17th of August (the day of my de-
parture) drew closer I got more nervous. What if this wasn’t 
going to be as great as I expected, what if I wouldn’t finwd 
nice people to hang out with, what if the courses would be too 
hard and I wouldn’t pass? Since I didn’t really have the pos-
sibility to change my mind anymore we left for Denmark and 
as it turned out there was nothing worth worrying about.  My 
roommates were all really nice and since most of them arrived 
before me they already got to know the city and could show 
me some nice places to go.  

STUDYING ABROAD
SEP
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STUDYING ABROAD NEWS

• Global financial crisis: U.S. President George 
W. Bush signs the revised Emergency Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act into law, creating a 
700 billion dollar Treasury fund to purchase 
failing bank assets 

• Global financial crisis: Following a major 
banking and financial crisis in Iceland, the 
Icelandic Financial Supervisory Authority 
takes control of the 3 largest banks in the 
country: Kaupthing Bank, Landsbanki and 
Glitnir. 

• Somalian pirates capture several ships in 
the Gulf of Aden. NATO plans to send seven 
warships to the region in an effort to halt the 
dramatic rise in piracy. 

• The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is officially 
inaugurated. 

• The Smurfs turn 50 

• Extreme right Austrian politician Jörg Haid-
er dies in a car crash. 

• Fannie Mae forgives mortgage debt of 
90-year-old woman who shot herself O
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RI met some other people 
and we became good 
friends. 

During the October 
break we rented a van 
and went on a road 
trip through Denmark. 
Quite an adventure I 
would say. Since we 
didn’t want to spend too 
much money, Denmark 
is expensive enough 
as it is, we decided to 
spend the nights in 
the van instead of in a 
hostel.  In four days we 
visited Copenhagen, 
Odense, Ribe, Skagen 
and Ålborg. We had a 
lot of fun but I was glad to be able to sleep in a real bed again.

  
During my stay I got to know a lot of people from all over 
the world. It’s nice to make friends and get to know different 
cultures in the world. And of course this gives you some nice 
places for holidays!

SEP
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BOB 2

Le board est mort, vive le board! This slightly modified version 
of a famous French proverb seemed highly applicable (well‚  
in a figurative way of speaking, at least) to the evening that is 
subject of this text. On the eve of Halloween, a day that for the 
ancient Celts marked the fading of the boundary between the 
living and dead, Incognito chose to celebrate the institution of 
its new board. And so it happened that a group of pale-faced 
people in black clothes found their way to the second floor of 
pub Ma van Sloun. From this observation one might wrongly 
deduce that these people were dressed up for the occasion. But 
nothing is further from the truth, for these people were Knowl-
edge Engineering students without make-up and wearing their 
ordinary, every day clothes.

BOB 2

A little while later these students were startled themselves by 
creatures the likes of which are seldom seen at the department 
of Knowledge Engineering. These creatures turned out to be 
female board members of other study associations who came to 
meet and greet the new board over a glass of beer. 

The inexperienced board made a classic mistake. Their guest-
book lay unprotected on the bar. Slowly but surely MSV Santé’s 
representatives closed in on the most wanted object of the 
evening. An unwritten rule dictates that whoever manages to 
secure the guestbook has the right to demand something in re-
turn. A quid pro quo, so to speak, for the effort made to prevent 
anything serious from happening to the guestbook. And so it 
happened that the guestbook mysteriously disappeared, before 
the party even had the chance to take off seriously.

OCT
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NEWS

• United States presidential election, 2008: 
Barack Obama is elected the 44th President 
of the United States and Joe Biden is elected 
the 47th Vice President. Barack Obama be-
comes the first African-American President 
in US history. 

• Political crisis in Thailand: Protesters from 
the People’s Alliance for Democracy party 
storm into Suvarnabhumi Airport and block 
flights from taking off. More protesters seize 
control of Don Mueang Airport the following 
day. 

• A series of terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India 
by Pakistan-based Islamic militants kills 195, 
and injures at least 250. 

• The United States government announces 
a second bailout of American International 
Group; the total value of the new plan, 
roughly US$150 billion, represents the larg-
est government support package extended to 
a private company in US history. 

• Malaysia bans the practice of yoga by Mus-
lims. 

• The U.S. Federal Reserve announces a new 
US$800 billion “stimulus” package.N
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R The Open Day was a great success; we had 46 high school stu-
dents who visited our Open Day. Many brought their parents 
and relatives as well. And as the only department we offered 
a program for the Master students that day. Despite the fact 
that the staff had organized great workshops and interesting 
activities, some of them were not well visited. The program 
was tight and the guests simply did not have all the time to 
visit the robot lab, the fair gaming and all the activities in the 
computer room. 

After the open day the famous after drink at the MBB was 
traditionally well visited by the promoteam. And as tradition 
has it, the last guests who were (forcefully) removed from the 
free beer, were the people from the Department of Knowledge 
Engineering. 

OPEN DAY
NOV
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BEER TASTING

Life isn’t all about beer and skittles. However, on November the 
13th it certainly was about beer for the twelve students brave 
enough to participate in an event that required the consump-
tion of a wide variety of the aforementioned alcoholic beverage. 
“Take One”‚ was the pub where their taste buds would be sub-
jected to six different fermented drinks. 

Despite the apparent focus on drinks that evening, measures 
were taken to prevent starvation as well. There were plenty of 
peanuts for the connoisseurs to enjoy. The shells of which could 
be thrown on the floor, no need to keep everything nice and 
tidy. The cracking peels on the floor unmasked the worst glut-
tons as they excused themselves. The organisation, probably 
expecting a wine-tasting, brought baguettes and cheese.

The pub owner, Peet, was quite a remarkable person. He took 
the time to tell the story behind each beer. During the eve-
ning, Peet proved to be the king of insulting jokes, which were 
not appreciated by everyone. As the clock had slowly ticked 
the hours away, it was time to leave.  Heavily intoxicated (and 
insulted), the twelve persons left their warm bar stools and 
headed for their beds.

BEER TASTING
NOV
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The old professors left, long live the professor. With some slight 
modifications, the well known French saying also applies to our 
faculty. Ralf Peeters got promoted and now is the new professor 
at the MICC. This happened only a few months after professors 
Van den Herik and Postma left. From now on, “Ralf” will have 
to be addressed as Prof. Dr. Ir. R Peeters van Oranje-Nassau 
van Kastellen tot Voorst van Rottumerplaat tot Vaals etc. etc. 
Two of our reporters conducted a lengthy interview with Prof. 
Dr. Ir. R Peeters, and below follows the result.

After Ralf Peeters graduated from the university of Delft in 
Applied Mathematics, he continued studying Econometrics at 
the university of Amsterdam (the VU). Though not a hardcore 
Operations Research study, Ralf graduated in mathematical 
system theory. This theory has applications in motor control, 
electrical engineering and control system theory (the subject 
taught at our faculty).  
Ralf’s personal interest lies in the theoretical side of control 
system theory, which deals with the behaviour of dynamical 
systems. Topics in this field of research are for instance the sta-
bility and controllability of dynamical systems, as well system 
identification. 
As Ralf explains, much of the field has changed over the years. 
Whereas in days of yore a lot of the field dealt with statistics, 
which as Ralf notes is uninteresting to mathematicians, re-
searchers nowadays are faced with a huge amounts of data, as 
well as new and exciting topics such as bio-informatics. 
However, because of the esoteric nature of control system 
theory, only the fundamentals of this theory can be explained in 
lectures. 

PROF. RALF PEETERS

Still, control system theory has a rich field of application as 
well. Many of these applications deal with signal analysis. 
For instance, one of our faculty teachers, Joel Karel, investi-
gates the use of signal processing for cardiac analysis. In addi-
tion, signal processing can be used for processing three- and 
even four-dimensional CT-scans, monitoring EEG signals, and 
the analysis of blood pressure signals. 

Despite the nice title Ralf can put in front of his name now, in 
terms of content not much has changed. The main difference, 
as Ralf tells us, is that people can now be promoted under his 
supervision. Furthermore, with the title of professorship comes 
some organisational responsibility. However, since Ralf already 
undertook many organisational activities, this is nothing new to 
him.

The biggest organisational change however, did not come with 
Ralf Peeters’ new title, but with his new job as head of the 
Department of Knowledge Engineering. In his role as head of 
DKE, he has several new responsibilities. For example, he has 
to negotiate with the university’s managing council, and has to 
review research proposals.

In terms of the department’s future, Ralf plans to extend the 
research terrains, with a focus on biomedical applications. Ad-
ditionally, multi-agent systems and robotics will receive more 
attention in the curriculum. Ralf also remarks that there are 
many changes ahead in the coming years, but many of them are 
not entirely clear yet.

In short, the coming years will be exciting ones. Under his guid-
ance we are assured of a glorious and revolutionary future!

PROF. RALF PEETERS
NOV
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NEWS

• Political crisis in Thailand: After weeks of 
opposition-led protests, the Constitutional 
Court of Thailand dissolves the governing 
People’s Power Party and 2 coalition mem-
ber parties, and bans leaders of the parties, 
including Prime Minister Somchai Wong-
sawat, from politics for 5 years.  

• Switzerland becomes the 25th European 
country to join the Schengen Agreement, 
whereby cross-border passport checks will 
be abolished. 

• The Moon moves into its nearest point to 
Earth, called perigee, at the same time as its 
fullest phase of the Lunar Cycle. The Moon 
appears to be 14% bigger and 30% brighter 
than the year’s other full moons. The next 
time these 2 events coincide will be in 2016. 

• Israel initiates a series of airstrikes followed 
by an invasion in Gaza Strip, killing at least 
1300 (including at least 416 children) and 
wounding over 2,700. 

• An extra leap second (23:59:60) is added to 
end the year. The last time this occurred was 
in 2005.D
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NEW PUB

Who can’t remember all those great nights in “Ma van Sloun” 
For those of you who drank one (or maybe two) too many and 
really can’t recall anything, there still is photographic evidence 
to confront you with your misconduct. This story, however, is 
not about those particular nights or those inebriated escapades. 
Instead, it is about how we changed our hangout after over two 
years of loyalty to the aforementioned pub.

We thought it wise to move to a place where Incognito’s mem-
bers could abide their free time in a more diverse environment. 
We searched far and wide to find the ideal accomodation to 
shelter a group of parched throats. Our quest finally led us to 
‘De Twee Heeren’ which could provide us a stylish room with a 
bar, a projector and affordable beverages.

DEC
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CHRISTMAS DINNER

In short, it’s an ideal location for any BOB drink or KafE lec-
ture. And even better, we hope to reintroduce member cards 
next year, so discounts won’t be limited to official activities 
only!

So it happened that our first drink in 2009 took place in a 
new location. And after two block opening drinks, one KafE, 
our Lustrum buffet and party, and all those other memorable 
evenings that paradoxically seem so hard to remember, we can 
only say it has been a good move!

NEW PUB

A nice Christmas tree, a lot of small Christmas lights, 6 boxes of 
candles and a lot of food and drinks. It’s December 17th and the 
staff of the department of Knowledge Engineering is having the 
yearly Christmas drink and dinner in the common room of our 
building. A moment of reflection on the developments of the 
last year. A year in which the department was confronted with a 
lot of changes. In his speech, director Pascal Breuls stated again 
that the staff of knowledge engineering did a great job! We are 
proud of the things we already achieved and working hard on 
the aspects we still want to fulfill. 

As one would expect, a Christmas drink and dinner is an excel-
lent occasion to chat with your colleagues and come up with 
new ideas and events. 

DEC
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CHRISTMAS DINNER

Some of the staff came up with an excellent idea. This new 
bright idea had nothing to do with education or research. On 
the contrary, right after the speech and dinner, many staff 
members went to the hallway to play table football. The idea 
was born: a table football match against our students!

JA
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R
Y• Israel launches a ground invasion of Gaza. 

• Russia shuts off all gas supplies to Europe 
through Ukraine. Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin publicly endorses the move and urges 
that international observers be brought into 
the energy dispute. 

• US Airways Flight 1549, en route to Char-
lotte/Douglas International Airport from 
New York’s LaGuardia Airport, ditches in the 
Hudson River off Manhattan. All 155 pas-
sengers and crew are evacuated and taken to 
safety. The plane is apparently brought down 
by a flock of Canada Geese. 

• Israel declares a unilateral cease-fire against 
Hamas militants and puts an end to attacks 
after 22 days of violence in Gaza. 

• Barack Obama is inaugurated as the 44th, 
and first African-American President of the 
United States. Two days after his inaugura-
tion he signs an order to close Guantanamo 
Bay detention camp within one year. 

• The Icelandic government and banking 
system collapse; Prime Minister Geir Haarde 
immediately resigns.

NEWS
JAN
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Few games are as fascinating to a knowledge engineer, as the 
game of poker. With its blend of luck and skill or, to the techni-
cal mind of a knowledge engineer, probabilities and decision-
making, it remains a grateful subject of study.

After the success of the first poker night, Incognito decided it 
was time to put all this poker research to the test once again in 
the second Knowledge Engineering Series Of Poker Champion-
ship (KESOPC).

Out of the strict preselection (based on whether people could 
shell out the entry fee of 2 euros and 50 cents), a mere 17 play-
ers emerged unscathed. And this was just the easy part, for the 
competition was fierce.  

POKER NIGHT

Since the KESOPC has always been about prestige and honour 
rather than something so banal and materialist as money, buy-
in and price money were kept at a symbolic minimum. However, 
this encouraged the players even more to play as smart as pos-
sible, for they knew what was at stake. To lighten this fiercely 
competitive atmosphere and to cool the contestant’s heads, a 
professional DJ-team was spinning relaxing and chill-inducing 
grooves.  As the evening progressed and the games began to heat, 
the organisation made sure beverages and food were distributed 
appropriately.

At the end of the evening, a promising young talent by the name 
of Solmaz, managed to outsmart (or outluck?) the competition. 
Apart from gaining immeasurable glory, she also won the grand 
sum of 35 euros.

POKER NIGHT
JAN
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ROBOT COMPETITION

On January 30th, a group of Knowledge Engineering students 
went into battle in Aachen to defend our study’s honour in a ro-
bot competition. During block 2 a group of students followed a 
course about robotics offered by the RWTH to ensure everyone 
was crammed to face trial by battle. 

Well, the term “battle” might be stretching it just a little too 
far. Fans of Robot Wars will be disappointed by the pacifistic 
approach chosen to test the contenders. The goal of the compe-
tition was not to destroy all the rivalling competitors but to col-
lect as many cans as possible. The playing field contained two 
home areas and six cans and the team bringing home the most 
cans, would win.

Our teams had to compete against delegations of the univer-
sities of Aachen and Jülich and the Gesamtschule Brand. So 
far so good, but the big letdown came right after the starting-
signal. Whereas our teams brought autonomous robots, the 
opposing teams had to direct their robots to the cans at the 
start of each match. Needless to say, our little Einsteins didn’t 
stand a chance. While their silicon brains were still pondering 
the vast number of strategies and tactics, the hostile forces had 
already secured some of the cans. And so, in the end the prizes 
were divided among the German teams, but ours left with their 
heads held up high as the moral victors of the day.

ROBOT COMPETITION
JAN
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April last year, I was appointed as professor of the special chair 
in text mining at the department of knowledge engineering for 
one day a week. This special chair is funded by the company I 
work for and that I founded: ZyLAB technologies BV in Amster-
dam (www.zylab.com).

Since 1985, I have been active in the field of Artificial Intelli-
gence, Machine Learning, Information Retrieval, Computation-
al Linguistics, Pattern Recognition and of course, Text Mining. 

Personally, I have always been intrigued by processing and 
understanding human language with computers. In 1985 I met 
Professor Jaap van den Herik in Delft, with whom I graduated. 
The title of our thesis was: “the design of a parallel knowledge-
based parallel optical-character recognition (OCR) system.”

After my M.Sc. in Delft, I joined the Royal Dutch Navy where I 
worked for almost two years as Lieutenant in the Navy Intelli-
gence Department. A lot of what I do today still goes back to the 

PROF. SCHOLTES PROF. SCHOLTES

basic principles I learned in the Navy and during my computer 
science master in Delft.

At the end of my military service, I decided to enroll in a PhD 
program at the University of Amsterdam with the department 
of computational linguistics. I worked with Professor Remko 
Scha, who was one of the persons involved in the Philips Roset-
ta project, which was one of the first machine translation initia-
tives of the previous century. 

In that period, I also started selling software to search very 
large collections of paper, electronic files and later also email. 
This resulted in the successful international company that I still 
run today. ZyLAB now has over 100 employees and customers 
in over 50 countries such as the White House, UN war crime 
tribunals, the FBI, but also the police in Maastricht, DSM and 
many other government and commercial organizations. 

The solutions we sell all of the technologies that I mentioned 
above. New research involves native multimedia search and 
new text-analytics and search techniques. We hope that 
through our new connections with the University of Maastricht, 
we will be able advance our offerings even more.

Once a year I will host my own course: text mining. But I also 
plan to work closely with other disciplines at the UM such as 
bioinformatics, the law faculty, the business school and the 
Maastricht forensic institute to advocate the discipline of text-
mining further.

I really enjoy my work at the University of Maastricht and I 
hope to do this for many years to come. 
 - Prof. Jan Scholtes

JAN
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This year Hugo quit his job as study advisor and left our faculty. 
A short while later his vacancy was filled by Valerie. Here she 
introduces herself. 

Valerie is my name; van den Eertwegh to be complete. In 2001 
I graduated from this University in International Business with 
organizational change as my specialisation. I believe change is 
a fascinating concept. After International Business, I studied 
psychology in Nijmegen for two more years to understand more 
about the human mind. I gained working experience at Bureau 
for Strategy and System Innovation and I coached people on an 
individual basis too. 

In the meantime I stayed 5 months in Indonesia where I also 
worked as volunteer on a primary school. My partner and I 
went to Saudi Arabia where we worked in a medical faculty and 
helped to change and innovate the curriculum into Problem 
Based Learning. A concept that is quite challenging  in the eyes 
of Arabians.

In January we returned to Maastricht and I am now happy to 
be part of DKE. As your student advisor I am looking forward 
to get to know each other better and better. And most of all I 
hope I can be of help wherever possible: personal, study choice, 
going abroad, et cetera. You are always welcome!

Valerie van den Eertwegh

Student Advisor and Policy Advisor

NEW STUDY ADVISOR DEPARTMENT OF KE

For many years several names were used for our education, 
department of the faculty and our research units. To begin with, 
this was a bit confusing. And then the general name used for 
our department was also a bit indistinct: Maastricht ICT Com-
petence Centre. Besides the fact that an abbreviation within an 
abbreviation is confusing to start with; the name MICC did not 
affiliate with our department’s activities and education. The 
name was also associated of an era that had passed. 

With our faces pointed towards the future, a new name was 
needed. A name that would speak out to our future student 
population. A name that would put the focus on our educational 
program. A name that would represent all of our departments’ 
activities. In November 2008 the University board approved 
our new name and from there the Department of Knowledge 
Engineering (DKE) was born. 

The MICC was officially buried with an announcement of our 
director in the Observant. Unfor-
tunately this article did not perma-
nently destroy the forced concrete 
foundation of the word MICC that 
seems to be embedded in some of our 
brains. Even our own staff, up to this 
day, sometimes speak out the forbid-
den combination of the letters M, I 
and C’s. Fortunately the Department 
of Knowledge Engineering will be 
around for a long time, long enough 
for the old names to be forgotten…

JAN
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NEWS

• Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir is appointed as 
Prime Minister of Iceland, becoming the 
world’s first openly gay head of government. 

• Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
announces that Iran has launched its own 
satellite, “Omid”, into orbit on an Iranian-
built rocket. 

• The deadliest bushfires in Australian history 
begin, killing 173 people injuring 500 more 
and leaving 7,500 homeless. The fires come 
after Melbourne records the highest-ever 
temperature (46.4°C, 115°F) of any major 
city in Australia. The majority of the fires 
are ignited by either fallen or clashing power 
lines, or deliberately lit. 

• Morgan Tsvangirai is sworn in as the new 
Prime Minister of Zimbabwe following the 
power-sharing deal between him and Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe signed in September, 
2008. 

• Jennifer Frigge becomes the first woman to 
swim across the Atlantic Ocean. 

• United States President Barack Obama an-
nounces the withdrawal of most US soldiers 
from the Iraq War by August 2010.FE
B
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Y By nature, knowledge engineers are mental athletes. All of us 
can calculate at least a hundred decimals of pi in under a sec-
ond, and some of us have even decided to foregone the use of a 
computer for doing our experiments, opting instead for using 
our far superior brain.

However, the body of the knowledge engineer should not be 
forgotten. Lack of exercise makes the body fat, and the mind 
lazy.

In order to seduce knowledge engineers into performing physi-
cal exercise (in this case climbing) Incognito, together with the 
student climbing association MaasSAC, organised an event 
under the pretense of “fun”. Soon, hundreds (well, dozens) of 
gullible mental athletes subscribed.

CLIMBING
FEB
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CLIMBING

Unaware of the impending physical exercise, the knowledge 
engineers went on their way, merrily chatting about finding the 
optimal path to Heerlen. Despite some miscalculations and the 
resulting logistic setbacks, the mental athletes arrived safely at 
their destination, climbing center Neoliet.

After gazing in horror at this towering monolith of physical 
activity, some brave souls eventually found the courage to strap 
themselves in a climbing harness and scale the imposing walls. 
Others, spoiling for competition, quickly joined them in an ef-
fort to best their peers.

CLIMBING

One particular knowledge engineer, Eric, managed to get stuck 
under a dangerous-looking cliff. After ten minutes of building 
strength and courage, he managed to get himself out of trouble. 
Co-student Niels, wanting to show off, had to try this for him-
self as well, and managed to do so after an intense, ten-minute 
long meditation session.

Our mental athletes, adrenaline coursing through their veins, 
now climbed up and down like mountain goats on crack. Not 
surprisingly, after two hours of these intense physical activities, 
most knowledge engineers were exhausted, not used to this 
strenuous form of exercise.

FEB
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THE NAO’S

The amigo bots were getting old. They could only chase an 
orange ball if given a rollator. Ow, and you had better not 
forget to change their diapers every now and then. Clearly, 
this couldn’t go on. Finally, this year they were replaced by the 
Nao’s! Below you can find an impression of their official intro-
duction.

THE NAO’S
FEB
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NEWS

M
A

R
C

H

• Gunmen attack a bus carrying Sri Lankan 
cricketers in Lahore, Pakistan, killing six po-
licemen and two civilians, injuring six team 
members, and critically injuring reserve 
umpire Ahsan Raza 

• NASA’s Kepler Mission, a space photometer 
which will search for extrasolar planets in 
the Milky Way galaxy, is launched from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida, USA. 

• Josef Fritzl is sentenced to life imprisonment 
by an Austrian court for enslaving and rap-
ing his daughter for 24 years, and for mur-
dering their infant child. 

• At least 15 people are killed in a school 
shooting in Winnenden, Germany. 

• The Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory 
discovers Y(4140), a new subatomic particle. 

• French President Nicolas Sarkozy will re-
nounce his title of Co-Prince of Andorra 
if the country does not change its banking 
laws. 

• Pope Benedict XVI denounces the use of 
condoms to prevent HIV/AIDS during a tour 
of Africa.

THE NAO’S
MAR
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KAFE 6

On March 28th, it was time for yet another open day. Below fol-
lows a report from Martijn. 

The Open Day was another success; there were 50 prospec-
tive students (parents excluded); more than ever for a spring 
Open Day. More different nationalities were represented than 
the previous edition in November. Among our guests we had 
the following nationalities: Dutch, Belgium, German, Aus-
tralian, Israeli, Portuguese and Canadian (mounted police 
department). For some reason the female promoteamers had 
special interest in helping our Portuguese guest… This year 
we were (again) the only department who offered a program 
for the Master students that day, which was visited by mostly 
German Bachelor students. But besides the visit of the inter-
nationally diverse group of visitors and their family we were 
also charmed by the visit of the family members of our own 
employees. The Open Day becomes more and more a day in 
which we not only work together to build the future of DKE, 
but also a joyful day of family and friends. At the end of the 
day the promoteam and some employees joined for the after 
drink at the MBB. And yes, you can guess who were the last 
people who had to be dragged away from the free beer… A 
tradition is kept alive!  

OPEN DAY

Already the sixth edition of the critically-acclaimed KafE series, 
this KafE was held in cafe De Twee Heeren for the first time. 
This new location offered new entertainment possibilities (that 
is, more flavours of beer), and generally had a nicer, “gemütli-
cher”, atmosphere than the Ma van Sloun. 
 
Speaker this time was freshly promoted professor Ralf Peeters, 
who gave an informal yet informative lecture about computer 
algebra and its applications in systems and control. This talk 
was supported by several live demonstrations, in which prof. 
Peeters showed how computing programs have evolved since 
Charles Babbage came up with his first computing device, the 
TI-83. 

MAR
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KAFE 6 NEWS

• The second G-20 summit, involving state 
leaders rather than the usual finance minis-
ters, meets in London. Its main focus is an 
ongoing global financial crisis. 

• The 21st NATO Summit is held, 60 years af-
ter the founding of the organization. Former 
Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Ras-
mussen is appointed as the new Secretary 
General of NATO. 

• North Korea launches its controversial 
Kwangmyŏngsŏng-2 (meaning Bright Star-
2) rocket. Although the US report the rocket 
and its payload crashed into the ocean, 
North Korea’s state media declared the satel-
lite was successfully brought into orbit and 
was transmitting data and revolutionary 
songs 

• A 6.3 magnitude earthquake strikes near 
L’Aquila, Italy, killing at least 293 and injur-
ing more than 1,500. 

• A car driver crashes into the crowds watch-
ing the Dutch royal parade, killing seven 
people. A

P
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However, as was demonstrated by our lecturer, even the most 
advanced computing programs are still unable to give an an-
swer to the age-old question: what is the answer to life, the 
universe and everything. Judging by the hearty cheers and wild 
rounds of applause, professor Peeters’ digital computing adven-
tures were well received by the audience. 

After some heated discussion and debate, heads were cooled 
downstairs using several (non-)alcoholic beverages. We were 
happy to see the high turn-out; even some teachers and PhD 
students found their way to De Twee Heeren. Hope to see as 
many people the next time!

APR
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• The man who attacked the Netherlands’ 
Royal Family on Queen’s Day dies. 

• The confirmed worldwide number of cases of 
swine influenza reaches 1,490. 

• Sri Lanka’s government declares an end to 
its civil war with the Tamil Tigers. 

• The Pakistani Army and the Taliban battle in 
the Swat valley, Pakistan. 

• Nine United Kingdom Cabinet ministers 
have been implicated in Parliament’s ex-
penses scandal. MP Sir Peter Viggens 
claimed £1,645 on expenses for a floating 
duck island which acts as an island to protect 
ducks from being attacked by foxes. 

• Thousands of demonstrators gather in Hong 
Kong to commemorate the upcoming anni-
versary of the Tiananmen Square massacre 
of June 4, 1989. 

• U.S. President Barack Obama will resume 
military tribunals for detainees at Guantá-
namo Bay.

On the 28th of March Incognito turned fifteen. The celebrations 
were delayed by a little over a week due to exams. But, on the 
seventh of April old and new members, students of all years, 
notables and academic staff all met in De Twee Heeren for din-
ner and a drink. Among the guests were some old hands such 
as Ida Sprinkhuizen-Kuyper and our old study advisor Peter 
Brouwers. In the end more than fifty people dropped by to join 
in the festivities.

Custom dictates that such a formal party must at least have 
a couple of speakers. And so at the start, Incognito chairman 
Daan bravely fabricated a speech on the spot to officially open 
the dinner. Upstairs stood something to suit all tastes. The men 
were happy to find there was plenty of meat. There were fries 
for the children and salads for the rodents. The children and 
rodents were well represented for the salad and fries seemed to 
vanish into thin air. And while the men, women, children and 
rodents were eating, pictures of events long past put smiles on 
their faces.

With all stomachs properly filled, the moment came to hit the 
dance floor which stayed packed until well into the night.

LUSTRUM NEWS
MAY
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This year the faculty organised a day trip for all members of 
the promo team to thank them for all their efforts. All mem-
bers were kept in the dark about the destination of the trip. The 
mystery surrounding this day was further increased by the list 
of items to bring along. And so on the fifteenth of may ten un-
knowing promo teamers entered the common room. All carried 
a towel (For a promo teamer who can travel the whole of The 
Netherlands and still knows where his towel is, is clearly a man 
to be reckoned with) and a short piece of survival (SPS) rope.

Half an hour later they set off towards a secret location some 
130 km from Maastricht. The ladies insisted on travelling 
together in one car. Clearly helpless without any male naviga-
tional skills, they took their first wrong turn before the party 
had even left Maastricht. 

EFTELING

After ten minutes they caught up with the waiting male driven 
cars. At half past eleven the group parked their cars near the 
entrance of the Efteling!

Gijs-Jan showed great scientific interest in Hollebolle Gijs. 
Using his SPS rope he lowered a ball of paper down Hollebolle 
Gijs’s throat to a depth where the machine kept thanking him 
continuously. The children’s maze was another highlight of 
the day. Our inattentive director got hit by the spurts of water 
crossing the bridge over the little pond in the middle (after be-
ing strategically placed by Gijs-Jan). 

EFTELING
MAY
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STUDENTS & STAFF

This section of our year book features exclu-
sive photographs of every year. These unique 
masterpieces allow you to get a glimpse of our 
students and staff in their natural habitat. 

Some of these fascinating creatures are extreme-
ly shy. The patience of our wildlife photogra-
phers was put to the test as they sometimes had 
to wait for over a month for one of those rare 
occasions where they gather in large numbers.

For your own safety, we ask you to keep your 
hands inside the vehicle at all times during this 
safari.

Thank you.
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EFTELING

Ow and if you couldn’t find any packets of apple juice in Maas-
tricht that day, it was because Martijn had bought them all. 
Thomas, puzzled by the straw, had difficulty in figuring out how 
this quintessential children’s drink was to be consumed. And 
did you know that if you put Chantal in a roller coaster, she’ll 
be giggling for the next ten minutes? We do now! On their way 
home, two members of the promo team learnt that a car trip 
with Pascal can be just as exciting as a ride in the Python.
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ALUMNI

And last but not least there are those who 
achieved their bachelor’s or master’s degree this 
year. 

Some undertook the journey from their first to 
last year on a high speed train, whereas others 
took their time to enjoy the surroundings. This 
year we said our farewell to a student who has 
been loyal to this department for over a decade.

Some go on to become famous, others prefer to 
stick behind the scenes. One of this year’s alum-
ni, Bob de Graaf, made his first appearance on 
national television in the eight o’clock news. 

On these pages they are they’ll be put in the 
limelight for one last time. However, out of sight 
is definitely not out of mind! Did you know that 
alumni get a special email account from the 
University? There you will receive information 
about events and important meetings. It is a 
good way to stay in touch with your Alma Mater.

Also the DKE invites you to think about setting 
up an active alumnus circle for DKE graduates, 
which is an excellent way to network for you 
too. You could set up an alumni blog. If you are 
interested in participation, or if you have other 
ideas concerning alumni activities, please let us 
know! 

Contact Incognito or write an email to  
info-dke@maastrichtuniversity.nlA
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ALUMNI

Bachelor:
Casper Gielen
Miranda Gubbels
Marijn Raeven
Matthijs Moed
Benjamin Schnieders
Haidong Xu
Dean Hawkins
Evert Cuppen
Steven Hoang
Matthijs Cluitmans

Master AI:
Marcel van der Heijden
Michael Kaisers
Marc de Mulder
Jean van Berlo
Bob de Graaf
Pim Nijssen
Patrick Hanckmann
Kevin Moesker
Michiel Moonen
 
Master OR:
Rob van der Leek
Xavier Gubbels
Nick Emmett
Marc Bours
Maarten Poeth
Robbert de Zeeuw
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This yearbook is a must read, an instant classic. Funny,  
captivating and with some unexpected twists. 

- James Joyce

Brilliant, until the very last syllable


